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PRESS RELEASE
31ST WORLD FESTIVAL OF ANIMATED FILM – ANIMAFEST ZAGREB 2021 PRESENTED

Zagreb, 27 May 2021 – A press conference was held at Swanky Monkey Garden on the eve of the 31st World Animated Film Festival – Animafest Zagreb 2021, which takes place from June 7 to 12 at the SC Cinema, Tuškanac Cinema, &TD Theatre, Tuškanac Open Air Cinema and other city locations. The film programme consists of almost 350 films, hosts more than 150 foreign filmmakers, and in addition to prestigious competitions that once again include feature films and VR projects, there is a large theme section dedicated to love in animation, a retrospective of Ralph Bakshi (The Lord of the Rings, Fritz the Cat, Heavy Traffic), two open-air weekend events, Animafest PRO with the Animafest Scanner VIII symposium and masterclasses, an exhibition programme and a Programme for Children and Youth.

Jury members and distinguished guests, Croatian films in international and Croatian competitions and details of attractive programmes were presented by the artistic director of the festival Daniel Šuljić, festival producers Matea Milić and Paola Orlić, assistant head of the City Office of Culture Milana Vuković Runjić, Nikola Stojadinović, director of identity and communication of Zagrebačka banka Majda Žujo, authors of Croatian films in Animafest competitions Bruno Razum and Marko Meštrović and the author of this year’s illustration and trailer Jelena Oroz.

Daniel Šuljić greeted the guests on behalf of the festival, which has since 1972 been one of the most important cultural events that the city of Zagreb and Croatia offer to the world. Therefore, a total of more than 1,800 films have been submitted for Animafest 2021, the world’s second oldest still existing festival entirely dedicated to animation. With special pleasure, Šuljić emphasised the triple number of distinguished foreign guests in relation to the previous, pandemic edition and highlighted seven Croatian works in the strongest international competitions: Can You See Them? by Bruno Razum and Marko Raštrović’s The Raft in Grand Competition Short Film, The Tower by Sunčana Brkulj (also competing in Annecy after Animafest) and 45’’ by Lucija Oroz in the Student Film Competition (both hailing from the Academy of Fine Arts), Dislocations by the Popović brothers and Aqualia by Vladislav Knežević in VR Animation Competition, Black Wolf, White Wolf by Ivana Guljašević Kuman in Children’s Film Competition. He also mentioned the Estonian film The Stork, co-directed by Lucija Mrzljak. Presenting and supporting the Croatian scene is one of the most important roles of Animafest – said Šuljić. The Croatian Film Competition contains 23 titles.

Šuljić also singled out the names of unquestionable animation classics and friends of the festival of all generations who are competing in Zagreb this year: Joanna Quinn, Tomasz Popakul, Albert Vázquez and Franck Dion, and drew attention to the films of Andrej Židkov (Happiness), Katarzyna Agopsowicz (Prince in a Pastry Shop), Mitch McGlocklin (Forever) and the first Pakistani film in the almost fifty-year history of the festival – Swipe.

Šuljić said that the jury of the Grand Competition Short Film will include last year’s Grand Prix winner, the Japanese-German animator Shoko Hara, the famed Swiss minimalist Michael Frei, one of the most interesting and prolific new Russian filmmakers Sasha Svirsky, the Hungarian younger generation director Nadja Andrasev and Croatian producer Draško Ivezić from the Adriatic Animation studio. They face the difficult task of judging 44 films from 24 countries. Hara and Andrasev will also take advantage of their arrival in Zagreb to host presentations on the origins of their films.

The jury for the Student and Croatian Film Competitions is united and consists of the Italian professor and curator Paola Bristot, the artistic director of the Kosovo festival Anibar Petrit Gora and Croatian author and producer Denis Alenti. The Student Film Competition includes 45 films, and the selection, just like the Grand Competition, is dominated by France with its two famous schools (Gobelins and Atelier de Sèvres). In addition to works from the best school of animation, which also includes a free admission retrospective (Lucerne), Polish films from Łódź and Poznań stand out. Student films are generally shorter and more direct in their approach, more prone to playfulness and experimentation. Out of 840 applications for the competition, slightly more than 5% passed, which is an indicator of the strength of the competition – said Šuljić. All screenings of the Student Film Competition are free thanks to the sponsorship of Zagrebačka banka, which is also the sponsor of the Dušan Vukotić Award, as well as the first Open-air Weekend event in the courtyard of the Academy of Fine Arts.

We are proud to be, now traditionally, supporting a festival that has established itself from the very beginning as one of the key animation festivals in the world. Zagrebačka banka has been a sponsor to many festivals and cultural events for many years, which is today more important than ever. Animafest is a place where visitors of all ages can find something for themselves. At a time when we all miss such events, especially young people, we are also looking forward to providing free admission to all screenings of the Student Film Competition and supporting the award for Best Student Film. Congratulations on a brilliantly designed and rich programme and we wish you another successful festival – said Majda Žujo from Zagrebačka banka.

The already traditional Behind the Scenes exhibition, which brings together visual making-of works by the authors from the Grand Competition (32 of them participate) and focuses on animation in a gallery context, has been extended this year to include the participants of the Student Film Competition (30 authors) and with a total of 62 authors is at its peak, so in addition to the ULUPUH Gallery, it also takes place in the SC Gallery – said the exhibition curator Paola Orlić.

Matea Milić presented the Grand Competition of feature film and six monumental works that took years or even decades to make, using, as a rule, several techniques within a single work. The first among them is the Oscar nominee WolfWalkers (dir. Tomm Moore and Ross Stewart) from the Irish Cartoon Saloon studio whose members will also have an online making-of presentation. Milić especially pointed out the Russian avant-garde collage spectacle The Nose or the Conspiracy of Mavericks by the legendary Andrey Khrzhanovsky, who began making the film in Khrushchev’s time and with the personal permission of Dmitry Shostakovich, whose opera based on Gogol he animates. Elulu also attracts attention – Gabriel Verdugo Soto’s Chilean film, also made using a mixture of techniques, but as a work of one author who will introduce himself in person in Zagreb. The autobiographical grotesque Kill It and Leave This Town by Mariusz Wilczyński delighted the world’s most important film media and is scheduled for Animafest’s opening night. The psychedelic American Cryptozoo arrives in Zagreb, together with its director Dash Shaw, from Sundance. The programme is complemented by a new poetic film by the Quebec master Félix Dufour-Laperrière, Archipelago. All films are screened twice.

The central retrospective Masters of Animation section is dedicated to Ralph Bakshi – the winner of the Animafest Lifetime Achievement Award 2021. Because of his advanced age, he will not receive the award in person, but will give a lecture via video link and talk to the audience on Wednesday, June 9 at 10 pm at the &TD Theatre. In addition to his most famous work – the iconic, obscene and satirical Fritz the Cat based on the comic book by Robert Crumb (Sunday, June 6, Yard ALU, 9 pm) – Animafest 2021 in elite slot proudly presents the magnificent epic The Lord of the Rings (Saturday June 12 at 9 pm, SC Cinema) and Bakshi’s critically acclaimed film Heavy Traffic (Thursday, June 10, 3:30 pm, SC Cinema) that completes the picture of this uncompromising giant of creative freedom whose impact on global trends (including Peter Jackson) has remained immeasurable. In the retrospective programs of Animafest 2021, a deserving place belongs to the Zagreb School of Animation – Borivoj Dovniković Bordo this time went straight back to 1973.

Paola Orlić pointed out that all the most modern devices that enable the display of this type of art are gathered for the VR Animation Competition, which takes place at the SC Gallery every day from 11 am to 7 pm, and that some participants have announced their own unique expanded installations.

Daniel Šuljić presented the extensive theme programme dedicated to love in animation – a topic that preoccupies every man and woman, including the makers of animated films. From classic, serious and witty depictions of the ‘chronology of love’ (first encounter, climax and break-up), to filmmakers who have raised professional collaboration to a private level, to eroticism which today, when its portrayal is freer and more accepted, a female perspective reigns – there are three slots containing eight programmes. Šuljić also underlined some of his favourite masters of ‘cartoon infatuation’: Alexandre Alexeieff and Claire Parker, Joy Batchelor and John Halas, Olga and Priit Pärn, Abi Feijó and Regina Pessoa, Ivana Bošnjak and Thomas Johnson, Renata Gąsiorowska and Lori Malépart-Traversy.

For years, Animafest has been recognisable to the people of Zagreb for its Open-air events: this spring, two weekend gatherings await us. The first is scheduled for June 4, 5 and 6 in the courtyard of the Academy of Fine Arts (Ilica 85), every day from 9 pm. On Friday, June 4, the best graduation works of the Academy of Fine Arts will be presented. Saturday, June 5, is dedicated to the award-winning films of last year’s Animafest, and Sunday, June 6, to the crazy seventies and Fritz the Cat. The second open-air weekend coincides with the peak and end of the festival, on June 11, 12 and 13 at the Tuškanac Open Air Cinema, every day from 9:30 pm. On Friday, June 11, WolfWalkers will be shown, on Saturday, June 12, we will watch the winner of Annecy, the lavish French family western Calamity, a Childhood of Martha Jane Cannary, and on Sunday, June 13, The Best of Animafest Zagreb 2021 features films that received awards the night before.

Animafest’s open-air screenings, but also its concentric spreading from the centre to the city’s cultural centres (Dubrava, Trešnjevka, Maksimir, Peščenica, Sesvete, Travno) where, in addition to Tuškanac Cinema, the attractive and free Family Programme takes place was the focus of Nikola Stojadinović’s address.

The city of Zagreb is the founder of Animafest, so we are always in it together. The city does not interfere with the programme part – every year it expects and receives from the organizers the fact that the festival is present throughout the city, not only in the centre, but also around many neighbourhoods. It is also important that the programme is comprehensive, from the Zagreb School of Animation to the latest VR works and the gaming industry. And Animafest really is a comprehensive festival we are extremely proud of – said Stojadinović.

The flagship of Animafest PRO is the international symposium on contemporary animation studies, Animafest Scanner VIII (June 8 and 9, Tuškanac Cinema), also free of charge and open to the public. The introductory lecture will be given by the winner of the Animafest Award for Outstanding Contribution to Animation Studies, Xavier Kawa-Topor. The PRO segment also includes masterclasses, lectures and presentations, as well as an intensive workshop for the development of regional video games and the promotion of three books.

Matea Milić pointed out that this year’s screenings of the Children’s Film Competition take place live in cinemas, but also that they will be streamed online via a link that will be sent to all the registered teachers and educators. With a hybrid form, the aim is to bring this programme, curated by media psychologist Martina Peštaj by age classification, as close as possible to the largest possible number of Animafest’s youngest audience. The Children and Youth Programme in 2021 contains almost 100 films and is mostly taking place at Tuškanac Cinema. 

Milić also announced that a selection from the rich festival programme will travel to the Bačvice Open-Air Cinema in Split (June 11 and 12) and the Art Cinema in Rijeka (June 12 and 13).

At the end of the press conference, Bruno Razum and Marko Meštrović also addressed the audience.

In terms of time, working on the film was a five-year affair, a bittersweet process. I wouldn’t reveal too much about the topic. I can only say that it is more complex than the last film and that the atmosphere is darker than Nikola Tesla’s Secret Laboratory – said Razum of Can You See Them?.

I am a split personality between a musician and an animator, constantly switching from one role to another. I finally put the two together. Working on the film was challenging and lasted practically since the end of Gypsy Song in 2004. It is about my contemplation of how I see the world when I am on stage with world music band Cinkuši – said Meštrović about the film The Raft.

The press conference also presented the illustration and trailer of Animafest 2021, designed by Croatian author Jelena Oroz.

Summer, summer. We animators are mostly doomed to darkness, but this winter our heads were someplace else and our bodies stuck in houses and apartments. The making of this illustration was spontaneous at first, but as I drew more and more, I was approaching summer – said Oroz about her inspirations. The authors of the festival’s visual identity are Ana Kunej and Alma Šavar from Kuna zlatica Studio.

***

Tickets and festival passes can be purchased online at: animafest.kupiulaznicu.hr; and at: ulaznice.hr for screenings at the Tuškanac Open Air Cinema, as well as during the festival at the box offices of SC Cinema and Tuškanac Cinema. The festival package of 250 kuna includes an ID card for entrance to all screenings (except for the opening ceremony and screenings at the Tuškanac Open Air Cinema) and Animafest’s promotional materials. The card can be picked up at the SC Lobby Accreditation Office from June 1. A regular ticket for Grand Competitions (short and feature film) and for screenings at the Tuškanac Open Air Cinema costs 30 kuna, and 25 kuna for all other programmes. Admission to the screenings of the Student Film Competition, events specially marked in the schedule, Animafest PRO and accompanying events is free.

***

June 1 is the last day for press accreditation! The media office starts working on Monday, 7 June at the SC Cinema lobby at noon.

Kind regards,
Public and Media Relations Office

31th World Festival of Animated Film – Animafest Zagreb 2021
***
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