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PRESS RELEASE
28TH WORLD FESTIVAL OF ANIMATED FILM – ANIMAFEST ZAGREB LINEUP ANNOUNCED
Zagreb, April 11 2017 – The press conference announcing the up-coming 28th World Festival of Animated Film – Animafest Zagreb 2018 was held at the Museum of Arts and Crafts (MUO). Scheduled to take place from 4 to 9 June, the Festival has prepared a rich and diverse programme with over 350 films, once again making Zagreb the global hub of animation. The lineup was presented by the Animafest Artistic Director Daniel Šuljić, producers Paola Orlić and Matea Milić, and a member of the Student Film Competition Selection Committee, Petra Balekić. In celebration of the 50th anniversary of Professor Balthazar animated series, Vesna Jurić Bulatović from the MUO Marketing and PR Department announced this year’s collaboration between Animafest and the Museum of Arts and Crafts. Painter and illustrator Stipan Tadić presented this year’s festival illustration and trailer, inspired by the festival theme programme dedicated to horror films. On behalf of Mayor Milan Bandić, Nikola Stojadinović from the City Office for Culture welcomed those assembled.
Daniel Šuljić said that this year over 1800 entries were submitted from 76 countries, a record number in the last several years. 44 titles were selected for the prestigious Grand Competition – Short Films, where all the competing films are automatically nominated for the European Animation Award and the winner qualifies directly for the Oscar. Student Film Competition will screen 46, and Croatian Film Competition 18 films. The Grand Competition and Student Film Competition feature 5 Croatian films, and the Children’s Film Competition features 4. Mentioning some of the artists, Šuljić expressed great pride in Jelena Oroz, whose debut film was selected to compete in the Grand Competition; Veljko Popović and his film Cyclists, inspired by the work of Vasko Lipovac and selected to compete in the official competition of the Annecy IAFF right after Animafest; How Steel Was Tempered by the renowned visual artist Igor Grubić, featuring the work of animators David Lovrić and Marko Meštrović. He added that the work of Katarina Jukić (Paranoja paranoje) and Marko Belić (Flimflam), screening in the Student Film Competition, testifies to the bright future of the Croatian animation. Films for Children Competition features films by Milan Trenc, Ivana Guljašević, Denis Alenti and Miran Miošić. Bearing in mind that Croatian Film Competition comprises 18 films, Šuljić drew attention to the healthy state of Croatian animation production, which continues to flourish year after year.
Šuljić remarked on the variety of genres and countries in the Grand Competition, dominated by films from France, Belgium, Germany, the Netherlands, and Croatia.

“While we have prepared a special treat for fans of horror in this year's theme programme, the Grand Competition should appease the appetites of those hungry for completely different genres – primarily, comedies and family films, from parents’ and children’s perspectives alike. The unusually great number of titles will certainly be of interest for the wider audience as well. There are several political pieces, a number of interesting animated documentaries, as well as those relying heavily on music. It should be noted that there is a growing number of female directors in animation, both globally and in Croatia.” – said Šuljić.

Šuljić pointed out some big names as well, many of whom are expected to arrive in Zagreb. Particularly the Oscar-winning partners in art and life: David Fine and Alison Snowden with their film Animal Behaviour, and Ru Kuwahata and Max Porter with Negative Space, potential audience favourites. Animafest 2018 will also screen films about Woody Allen and the Velvet Underground, as well as works by animation celebrities like Georges Schwizgebel, Rosto, Riho Unt, Marta Pajek, controversial Sasha Svirsky and Sawako Kabuki, Ivan Maksimov, Boris Labbé and his new masterpiece, frontrunners of the contemporary Chinese animation Xu An and Xi Chen, and finally Alice Guimarães and Mónica Santos – authors of the animated hit-film Amélia & Duarte, presenting their new work, a crime-comedy noir Between the Shadows. The non-competitive programme World Panorama is also screening films by animation greats, including Paul Driessen and Don Hertzfeldt.
In addition to competition programmes, Animafest has prepared a variety of theme-, side-, and special programmes and events. The main theme is the horror genre.
“The starting point in defining the central theme was the 200th anniversary of the publication of Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein. It is a comprehensive section that includes five short programmes, feature films, exhibitions, and open-air screenings. There are also cult animes and trash zombie horrors. The programme features three open-air screenings at Art Park. We are also happy to welcome our guests, the Anim’est festival from Bucharest” – said Šuljić.

The retrospective programme will look back at the work of Paul Fierlinger, the winner of the Animafest 2018 Lifetime Achievement Award. Fierlinger will accept the award in person, at the opening ceremony, which will be held on 4 June. Special attention will be given to Baltic films from Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania, marking the 100th anniversary of their statehood. Animafest PRO section, dedicated to professionals in the field, will hold the traditional symposium Animafest Scanner V, welcoming the world’s leading experts in history and theory of animation – this year’s invited speaker is Paul Wells, winner of the 2018 Award for Outstanding Contribution to Animation Studies. A book providing an overview of the five years of the Symposium is in the works, set to be published by the reputed Bloomsbury.
“The exhibition section brings the ongoing collaboration with the Academy of Fine Arts Šira Gallery, holding its first public call for submissions. The collaboration with ULUPUH Gallery continues with Robert Morgan exhibition. As part of the theme programme focusing on horror, Einar Baldvin will display his graphic art. The interesting phenomenon of stop-motion in videogames has been explored at the festival as part of the traditional Video Games Workshop, held in collaboration with the Faculty of Electrical Engineering and Computing (FER), the Academy of Fine Arts (ALU), and the Academy of Dramatic Art (ADU). The workshop will be mentored by Darko Masnec, the first Croatian videogames doctor, and Onat Hekimoglu, the author of Harold Halibut project.” – said Paola Orlić, the Festival Producer.
Vesna Jurić Bulatović spoke about the close co-operation between Animafest and the Museum of Arts and Crafts (MUO), marking the 50th anniversary of animated series Professor Balthazar. Aside from the film programme, a part of which will take place at the Gradec Open Air Cinema, this luxurious homage will also include an exhibition, a play dedicated to Balthazar and directed by Mario Kovač (as part of animacycling through the streets of Zagreb Upper Town), an animation workshop for the youngest in collaboration with the MUO Education Department, a presentation of Boris Kolar’s book, and the complementary ticket action-sale.
“On 26 April, the Museum of Arts and Crafts will hold the opening of Sixties in Croatia – Myth and Reality exhibition, which will remain open during Animafest. The exhibition will host Professor Balthazar as its mandatory guest, featuring a creative workshop for children, 12 original celluloids on display, guests, lecturers, and the official ceremony. It is wonderful when two important international cultural events come together like this, creating something even more valuable. The visitors at the Museum and the Festival will be able to purchase the tickets for the exhibition and the festival screenings at a reduced price. Those who purchase a ticket for the Sixties in Croatia exhibition will receive a discount on tickets for the Animafest screenings and vice versa. We would like to give a special thank you to Renata Brkić and Tatjana Jakšić from Ultralink company for kindly extending us the right to use the character of Professor Balthazar, enabling us to celebrate the half-century of our favourite professor in the best way possible.” – said Jurić Bulatović.
In her presentation of the Student Competition, one of the selectors, Petra Balekić, noted that the selection process was both beautiful and exhausting. Balekić also announced the winner of this year's Award for Best Animation School – California Institute of the Arts (CalArts), co-founded by Walt Disney in 1961. As part of its special programme, Animafest 2018 will feature a retrospective of Walt Disney, as well as the Belgian Faculty of Fine Arts of the University College Ghent (KASK) and the Irish Dún Laoghaire Institute of Art, Design and Technology (IADT).
Festival producer Matea Milić stated that Animafest is not exclusive to animation buffs and professionals, but is a true family festival where even the youngest members of the audience, along with their parents, can enjoy a selection of films and open-air activities appropriate for their age.
“The traditional repertoire, although first-rate, is by no means the only thing we offer to our audience of all ages. In collaboration with our colleagues from the Banja Luka Academy of Arts, we have organised the Animacycle gathering for the second year in a row – a dusk ride across Upper Town, in a line lead by tricycles equipped with mobile projectors. It is an extraordinary cultural and recreational activity organised in collaboration with the City of Zagreb, which transforms the city facades into a film screen. This year, we have changed the route – we believe the new route, taking place entirely in Upper Town, will be even more interesting. The favourite Zagreb cinema-picnic – Animafest Open Air – is the place to be for children and their parents, who can experience the great festival atmosphere in city parks just before the festival opening. Free screenings, the best animated films, workshops, and plays for the youngest once again await the customary blankets and baskets. Furthermore, we are bringing animated films to the city culture centres; as well as to schools and kindergartens throughout the year” – she said.
“We are especially pleased to announce our co-operation with the Djeca susreću umjetnost association (Children Meet Art Association), whereby the Animafest programme will visit the paediatric sections of the Zagreb hospitals” – added Milić in a statement following the conference.
When it comes to the classic cinema repertoire, Milić drew attention to the traditionally bountiful Children and Youth Programme, centred around the Films for Children Competition. Titles screened in this programme are selected by Slovenian media psychologist Martina Peštaj, and then categorised according to age-appropriateness. One of the main criteria in the selection of films was that the plot wasn’t merely “about children”, but first and foremost “for children”. The competition comprises 44 films and takes place at Kinoteka.
“These films still belong to artistic animation, which is not shown as part of children's TV programs, or the usual cinema repertoire. They are fun and educational, teaching the values we want to promote. Aside from the Competition, there is also the Family Programme, specially adapted to the viewing pleasure of children and parents alike. This year, the Family Programme will be divided into topics of love, strength, and family” – said Milić.
The visual identity of this year's festival edition was also presented at the conference. The author of the illustration and trailer, Stipan Tadić, revealed that he drew his inspiration from the psychedelic world of the 1960s and the Italian artist Giuseppe Arcimboldo. He added this was his first animation and that he couldn't do it without the help of Petra Balekić and Luka Hrgović. The Animafest audience will have the opportunity to gain a detailed insight into the creation process of the illustration and trailer at the exhibition which opens at the Botaničar caffe-gallery, just before the start of the festival. The credits for the visual identity of the festival go to Kuna zlatica studio.
Nikola Stojadinović emphasised that Animafest was one of the most relevant film festivals in the world and Croatia, adding that the City of Zagreb, as the founder of the festival, is especially proud of it. He congratulated Daniel Šuljić and the Hulahop production company on the renewal of their mandates for the festival organisation, noting it is the proof of a job well done.
***

Early Bird Festival Package, available for 200 HRK, includes an Animate Festival Pass, a catalogue, and a tote bag. It is now on sale at Kupiulaznicu.hr. The offer is valid until 1 May.
Family Pass, at a lower price for children and families, gives access to the Children and Youth Programme and Family Programme screenings. The Pass will be available for purchase starting in May.
PRESS KITS (comprehensive material with information, programme tables, film stills, press conference photos): https://bit.ly/2GLcE06
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