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PRESS RELEASE
Animafest Zagreb Begins!
ZAGREB, 2 June 2015 – The 25th World Festival of Animated Film – Animafest Zagreb opens on Tuesday, 9 June at 19.30, Europa Cinema. The opening night schedules as many as eight short animated films of different themes and techniques, announcing the extraordinary diversity of this festival edition. This was presented at the media conference by the festival’s artistic director Daniel Šuljić, producer Vjera Matković, executive producer Paola Orlić and guests: Ante Vrdelja, representative of CGDA, Alemka Lisinski, main Croatian programmer of Rendez-vous, festival of France in Croatia, and via Skype, festival guests Max Hattler, member of the Student and Commissioned Film Jury, and Tomm Moore, the author of Song of the Sea and speaker at Animafest Pro.

Numerous and diverse conference guests announced the equally numerous and diverse programme of this year’s Animafest. Between 9 and 14 June it will present more than 300 outstanding short and feature films to the screens of Europa, Tuškanac and Cineplexx Centar Kaptol cinemas.

As Paola Orlić said in introduction, the programmes include those for animation lovers, those for animation professionals, for children and parents, followed by exhibitions, workshops, lectures, symposiums, events outside cinemas, relaxing evening events, music etc. But the most important are films, naturally, divided into six competitions, providing an insight into the latest trends, styles and contemporary animation artistic explorations.

Themes: great filmmakers, feelgood, experimental, socio-political

Many of them will be world premieres, for instance Lucy by Evert de Beijer, twice award-winner at Animafest, Sea Child, Paradox, Dandelion and others. The titles include many films that have already garnered awards at prestigious world festivals, as well as Oscar nominees like Tomm Moore’s Song of the Sea. Moore addressed the press via Skype and expressed his excitement to visit Animafest again.

Conditionally speaking, the films in the programme could be divided into four themes, as Daniel Šuljić and Vjera Matković suggested: films by great filmmakers, feelgood films, animated innovations and experiments and socio-political films.

“The films by great filmmakers include the short film The Masterby Riho Unt, a combination of puppet film and CGI, a story about a dog whose master was replaced by a capricious monkey. Estonian veteran Unt directed it with great attention paid to the symbolism of details and obvious inclination to allegory. Another short film is Pilots on the Way Home, a postmodern adaptation of Little Prince by Priit and Olga Pärn, or the bittersweet story of astronaut friends We Can’t Live Without Cosmos by Konstantin Bronzit. This category also includes Paul Driessen and his new short film Cat Meets Dog, in which a manlike dog and its alter ego and a manlike cat and its alter ego meander through alternative realities which mutually intertwine.

Good entertainment might come in the form of Oscar-nominated short film A Single Life (Job, Joris & Marieke), about life as a song (record) that cannot be rewound. Legendary American filmmaker Bill Plympton also has a new film in the programme, the feature Cheatin’, about a man and a woman who embark on a romance after a chance meeting. Another feelgood is the short film Slaves of the Rave by William Garratt, with a lucid portrayal of different audiences that differently respond at concerts of their favourite musicians.  Another one to mention is Me and My Moulton by Oscar winner Torill Kove, about a teenager’s frustrations caused by her proto-hipster family,” said Daniel Šuljić.

Vjera Matković underlined films from other two thematic groups. “Among the films using innovations and experiment, there are World of Tomorrow by the now legendary American Don Hertzfeldt, made by collaging CGI backgrounds and very simple drawings. Allison Schulnik in her short film Eager presents a traditional cinematic stop-motion and clay animation ballet. Croatian filmmakers Tomislav Babić and Dalibor Barić made the feature film experiment – Unknown Energies, Unidentified Feelings – in which they computer-processed film and photography to create an impressive visual collage telling a pseudo-genre tale of biased, inner sense of the world.

Great many films focus on politics and society. For instance, Mister Lonely by Jin Sung Min, about bullying the main character because of his painted fingernails. Zlatko Bourek and Pavao Štalter in their film Wiener Blut focused on the persecution of Jews in World War II, and the same war is the central point of Mizuho Nishikubo’s feature film Giovanni’s Island, based on a true story. Director Signe Baumane and her film Rocks in My Pockets depict the Soviet and subsequent Nazi invasion in Latvia, intertwining a personal tale with history, backed by a feminist commentary. Jalal  Maghout’s activist film Suleima focuses on a participant in the Syrian revolution, and Sarah Saidan’s Beach Flags, similar in style to the famous Persepolis, speaks about the preparations of Iranian women for swimming competition, as well as a broader social context in Iran,” said Vjera Matković.

Focus: Alice in Wonderland

All the mentioned four themes can be found in films gathered under this year’s umbrella theme, Lewis Carroll’s Alice in Wonderland, the literary classic published exactly 150 years ago, still a great inspiration to animators. Alice appears in feature adaptations, like one of the most successful Disney’s feature classics ever, Alice in Wonderland (1951), a chance for many to see it on the big screen for the first time. However, we are also presenting another Alice to the audience, quite different from Disney’s, that directed by the great Czech surrealist Jan Švankmajer. There are also films in two intriguing short film sections, focusing on the adaptations of Alice directly or indirectly, partly consisting of 18+ films, not intended for children.

Masters of Animation

The section Masters of Animation will take us on a journey across the recent and not so recent history of animated film; we recommend it to everyone who want to create or brush up on their ‘foundations’. For starters, there is Michel Ocelot, the French master of animated film and the ‘poet of animation and explorer of the medium’, who is receiving Animafest’s Lifetime Achievement Award at the opening ceremony. Ocelot was announced by Alemka Lisinski, the main Croatian programmer of Rendez-vous, festival of France in Croatia, the partner of Animafest’s ‘French section’: “Like the entire team of Rendez-vous, I am thrilled with our collaboration with Animafest, which takes a really special place in the programme of French cultural season. We are particularly happy that the legend of French and global animation, Michel Ocelot, will be graced with Animafest’s lifetime achievement honour, and even happier that the Croatian audience will have a chance to see a cycle of his magnificent films, including Three Inventors and Azur and Asmar, a captivating fairy tale I invite you to see at the open-air screening at Zrinjevac on 12 June. Animafest’s avant-garde spirit will be highlighted by French artists, the music-graphic duo Gangpol & Mit withtheir imaginative world of digital pop, colourful geometry and apocalyptic drawings,” said Alemka Lisinski.

The Croatian Master of Animation we are dedicating this year to is Zlatko Bourek, the filmmaker who has proven to be a particularly impressive personality since the beginning of his career. Those who have not yet met him can do it now by watching seven of his films made in the 1960s and 1970s. As a programmer of the Croatian Animated Film section, Borivoj Dovniković Bordo this year focuses on 1966 and 1967. Among foreign filmmakers in the 3x3 section we are presenting the already mentioned stop-motion veteran Riho Unt from Estonia, the uncrowned queen of indie animation Signe Baumane from New York/Latvia, and Frenchman Calvin Antoine Blandin.

Special sections

There will also be a chance to see Austrian animation experiments, from the works by pioneers of Austrian independent animation to the most recent works. Traditionally, we are presenting an overview of films that competed for Cartoon d’Or 2014, a professional award for best European short animated film of the year, as well as the most interesting animated music videos (Cinema for the Ear section).

Jury

The best competition films this year will be judged by an international jury consisting of important global animation players. The short film jury, opposite Oscar winner Chris Landreth (Ryan, 2004), includes the founder and director of British Animation Award Jayne Pilling, Croatian animator Veljko Popović, last year’s Grand Prix winner Korean Yumi Joung, and British film and theatre critic Leslie Felperin. The feature and Croatian film jury consists of Jung Henin, the winner of Animafest’s Grand Prix and Audience Award in 2013, Croatian producer Siniša Juričić, and founder and director of International Animated Film Festival Anim’est from Romania Mihai Mitrică. The best student and commissioned film will be judged by Greek journalist and editor of Zippy Frames web magazine Vassilis Kroustalis, independent curator and art critic Branka Benčić, and an animator well known to Animafest, Max Hattler, also one of the exhibitors on the media façade in the Animation goes MSU! programme. He addressed the journalists at the media conference via Skype and praised the programme’s high quality.

Side events

In addition to jury members, Animafest also hosts many other animators, some of which, said Daniel Šuljić, take part in festival side events. Last year’s Grand Prix winner and this year’s jury member Yumi Joung is presenting an exhibition at the ULUPUH Gallery of her drawings, picture book and films. Animator Thomas Johnson is preparing an animated durational interactive performance Portrait, and the French digital pop duo Gangpol & Mitare closing this year’s festival with a performance at VIP Club. “Of course, there is plenty of good music as well: the opening evening on the Europa Cinema terrace there will be a performance of Croatian swingers with a touch of Roma, Mel & The Little Thunders, and the official festival club Vinyl is hosting an AV performance of Nimbus Dei collective and the theatrical band Chishche Lishche. Surprise performances are also scheduled,” said Šuljić.

Video Games

Omnipresent animation is inevitable in the video game industry as well. Animafest Pro, in association with the Faculty of Electrical Engineering and Computing, Academy of Fin Artsm and Creative Europe Desk – MEDIA Office, is again organising a game jam, a workshop of video game design. One of the workshop mentors is the Swiss indie game design star Mario von Rickenbach, who is also having a lecture on the experiences of visual experimental game design. Next to him, there is also a lecture on interactive animation for video agmes by Lovro Nola from Machina game design school, Davor Hunski from Croteam developing, and Ante Vrdelja from CGDA. “We are truly happy that Animafest has recognised that it is high time to include video games under the audiovisual umbrella. This ‘new’ medium could most obviously (most honestly and simply) be described as synergy of existing well known audiovisual forms – film, animation and music – in a unique interactive experience. Local video game manufacturers export 99 per cent of their software, which means Croatia is an acknowledged player on the global market whose value amounts to 100 billion US dollars, with a 10 per cent annual growth rate. In total, it exceeds the value of film or music industry. On the other hand, video games – as both medium and business – in Croatia have been unjustly neglected; the platform for collaboration between local animators and developers, fostered by Animafest in the recent years, is a great boost to further development of this local industry, which is at the same time the key goal of our cluster,” said Ante Vrdelja.

Tickets

Early-bird tickets for the festival can be purchased via Entrio (online and at sale points), and during the festival at all the festival cinemas. Festival Animate passes are also sold, for admission to all the screenings, as well as family passes for all the children-friendly screenings. Entrance is free to Student Competition, Animafest Pro and side events.

The festival’s partners are Croatian Audiovisual Centre, City Office for Education, Culture and Sport, and the student programme’s sponsor is Erste bank’s Urbanka.
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