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PRESS RELEASE
Norman McLaren’s classics and evenings of music and animation 
Animafest Zagreb 2014
∎ Celebrating Norman McLaren’s 100th birthday – a rich retrospective of the greatest animation explorer
∎ Cinema for the Ear: evening entertainment with animated videos of famous musicians like Gotye
∎ 3 x3: love and loneliness by Špela Čadež, bodies in motion by Tomek Ducki, painful intimacy by Roberto Catani
∎ 3-8 June at Europa, Tuškanac and Cineplexx Kaptol Centre theatres
ZAGREB, 22 May 2014 – Celebrating his 100th birthday, in close cooperation with the National Film Board of Canada (NFB), Animafest Zagreb 2014 is organizing a large retrospective of one of the most significant innovators in animation and film art, Norman McLaren (1914-1987). A pioneer of numerous techniques, like drawing on film tape, pixilation and synthesized sound, Norman McLaren was a tireless explorer of the boundaries of media, outstandingly daring and original author whose path is still followed by many artists. Scottish by origin, he achieved full affirmation in Canada and believed that film was an art form that had not yet reached its maturity and that after simple narration of Lumière brothers there should be exploration and experimenting as the natural ingredients of every artistic creation. In his lifetime he received numerous awards, like an Oscar for Neighbours (1952), Palme d’or for Blinkity Blank (1955), BAFTA for Pas de deux (1968), as well as a series of lifetime achievement awards, including Animafest’s in 1986.

As it fits to a commemoration of the founder of its animation studio, for this occasion the NFB has prepared specially restored, lavish copies of the films McLaren himself would undoubtedly be proud of. After Norman McLaren’s Opening Speech (1961), they include Stars and Stripes (1941), Hen Hop (1949), Begone Dull Care (1949), Neighbours (1952), Blinkity Blank (1955), A Chairy Tale (1957), The Blackbird (1958), Lines Horizontal (1962), Pas de deux (1968) and Synchromy (1971). It is hard to pinpoint a favourite in this line of classics, but the humorous and shocking anti-war film Neighbours about the clash of worlds growing into a mortal combat; the iconic A Chairy Tale in which the famed Canadian filmmaker Claude Jutra fails to sit down along the music of Ravi Shankar; the ballet Pas de deux; and the collage Blackbird based on a paradoxical song are a must see. In the words of Marc Bertrand, the NFB producer who compiled this retrospective: “How could anyone forget Blinkity Blank’s flickering birds? How could anyone defy the elegant depiction of ballet in Pas de deux? And finally, how could anyone remain indifferent before the yearning cry of pacifism of the Neighbours? Norman McLaren’s work is like a quick river stream stretching all the way to the open sea, away from the shores of conventional cinema.” A number of famous filmmakers, like George Lucas and François Truffaut, paid their respect to Norman McLaren, and he was also loved by Picasso.
An overview of the selection of McLaren’s classics: 

http://animafest.hr/en/2014/program/mclaren_classics/1
Next to this outstanding art event, other segments of Animafest 2014 also prove that animated film way surpasses the ‘cartoon’ stereotype. Cinema for the Ear is a selection of animated music videos, a field where two creative fields meet with the same starting point and the same basis – rhythm. Rhythm is equally important to both animators and musicians, so it is not surprising that videos are an ideal form to try out new animation aesthetics, experimenting, creative exploration and play. Videos, often chosen by younger animators, are one of the freshest disciplines of animation. Cinema for the Ear therefore is a meeting place of most diverse styles, from electronically generated intertwining lines, to hand-scribbled, deliberately ‘bad’ drawings, to after effects escapades. The famous musician Gotye stands out as particularly inclined to animation video and this year we present his Giving Me a Chance. A real discovery is the work of British animator Ruffmercy, whose dark graffiti style specializes in underground rap (House Shoes ft. Danny Brown “Sweet”). Another 15 videos comprise this musical animation selection, ideal for evening relaxation after other festival treats.
An overview of the Cinema for the Ear selection: 

http://animafest.hr/en/2014/program/cinema_for_the_ear_2/1
There are three authors presented at Animafest 2014 in both the Grand Competition and the Grand Panorama with three completely different, but visually and narratively equally brilliant works. The reason why the festival did not host them a large retrospective already this year lies in the meticulousness of their work or the fact that they are simply too young to have presented a larger number of works. Nevertheless, whoever sees Boles by Špela Čadež, Baths by Tomek Ducki and Absent Minded by Roberto Catani will surely wish to see more of their specific signature. That is why we have the 3 x 3 selection, in which the festival’s art director Daniel Šuljić chooses three authors from the main competitions for a special presentation of their earlier works.

Roberto Catani has already been presented at Animafest: in 2012 in the New Italian Animation segment with La Funambola, which won Cartoon d’Or, and in 2002 with La Sagra (first prize in the category of films up to six minutes of duration). Animafest will re-screen both of these films in the 3 x 3 section, next to Catani’s Goldfish. Just like his latest film Absent Minded proves, Catani is fascinated with illogical processes of dreams and imagination, capable of skilful reshaping of motifs and symbols flowing into one another and pointing to lack of adaptation, and inclined to a rich visual heritage of Italian art, especially avant-garde, pastel colours and lighter tones. His films are all very intimate and personal, introspective and autobiographic and frequently portray childhood.

Tomek Ducki is a Hungarian-Polish animator, born into a family of artists. For his graduation film Life Line he was nominated for Cartoon d’Or. He studied all over Europe, starting from the famous Moholy-Nagy University of Art and Design (MOME), also presented at this year’s Animafest. Next to Life Line, the 3 x 3 segment also presents Ducki’s films Silent Touch and Basement Jaxx ft. Lightspeed Champion: My Turn. In 2008 Ducki was named the new up-and-coming talent of world animation, primarily for his special interest in bodies in motion, both human like those in Baths and mechanical in the conceptually brilliant Life Line where he animated anthropomorphic cog wheels, but also for the inspired use of reflexions that make his films a real treat for the eyes.
Špela Čadež (1977) is Slovenian animator who graduated from the Academy of Media Arts in Cologne and Academy of Fine Art in Ljubljana, mainly using the puppet technique. At Animafest she competed in 2010 in the Commissioned Films category, and this year the Grand Panorama presents her interpretation of Maxim Gorky’s tale of a sentimental prostitute and a young writer – Boles – a film that won over 30 awards in the past year and that well testifies to her recurring preoccupations with love and loneliness. The 3 x 3 section shows two of Špela’s puppet films, Mate to Measure and Lovesick, as well as The Last Minute in which she animated shadows together with Marina Rosset. Čadež is also a special guest of the Croatian Puppet Film Exhibition at ULUPUH Gallery.
An overview of the 3 x 3 selection: 

http://www.animafest.hr/en/2014/program/3x3/1
The 24th World Festival of Animated Film – Animafest Zagreb 2014, short film edition, takes place 3-8 June 2014 at Europa, Tuškanac and Cineplexx Kaptol Centre theatres. With more than 400 films in all its sections, Animafest 2014 offers a complete overview of the international animation scene, from powerful cinemas, great names, Oscar winners and world premieres, to rare works from African countries, young talents and students, to the retrospectives of masters Yuri Norstein and Norman McLaren, a large puppet-film theme programme, to Animafest Scanner symposium and Q&A’s with filmmakers.
Tickets available online at: 
https://www.entrio.hr/en/event/svjetski-festival-animiranog-filma-animafest-zagreb-2014-1477
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