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PRESS RELEASE

24th World Festival of Animated Film – Animafest Zagreb 2014 

Presented Today
∎ 3-8 June 2014 in Europa, Tuškanac and Cineplexx Kaptol Centre theatres

∎ More than 400 films, seven Croatian filmmakers in international selections
∎ Ancient China, quirky Japan, sensual Europe, a holiday for the eyes – Grand Competition / Grand Panorama
∎ Women’s writing and international premieres – Student Competition / Student Panorama

∎ Retrospectives of legendary Yuri Norstein and Norman McLaren

∎ The ultimate world top list of puppet films
ZAGREB, 2 April 2014 – 24th World Festival of Animated Film – Animafest Zagreb 2014, Short Edition, takes place 3-8 June 2014 at Europa, Tuškanac and Cineplexx Kaptol Centre theatres. At today’s press conference, the main festival categories were presented by Daniel Šuljić, Animafest art director, and Vjera Matković and Olinka Vištica, festival producers. Actress Mia Biondić moderated the press conference.

Among 1725 submitted entries from 73 countries, the international selection committees consisting of André Eckardt (Germany), Abi Feijó (Portugal) and Marina Kožul (Croatia) – Grand Competition; Alexis Hunot (France), Tamaki Okamoto (Japan) and Slave Lukarov (Croatia) – Student Competition and Commissioned Film Competition, selected 144 films for this year’s Festival competitions and panoramas. However, the total number of films to be screened exceeds 400.
Daniel Šuljić expressed his pleasure with the broad range of topics and approaches in this year’s selection: from poetical to humorous, from highly stylised to raw, from the most famous names on the scene to emerging talents. The festival art director also highlighted several interesting trends: new films by younger generations of independent Japanese animators (Wonder by Mirai Mizue and Futon by Yuriko Mizushiri), sensual Central European films (the Czech Tram by Michaela Pávlátova and the Polish Hipopotamy by Piotr Dumała), as well as a significant number of female filmmakers dominating the student competition. Šuljić was particularly pleased to welcome seven Croatian filmmakers, Petra Zlonoga, Čejen Černić, David Lovrić, Jelena Oroz, Natko Stipaničev, Saša Budimir and Kristijan Petrović, whose films made it to the international selection. These are all young and emerging authors, so their talent, says Šuljić, is a symbol of a portentous future and a proof that local animation maintains a high standard and keeps track with the global scene.

In the interviews played at the conference the selection committee members said that special attention was paid to the films that achieve with animation what is not possible in live action film – works that combine specific techniques and interesting storylines into unique concepts. The future, they say, lies in combining traditional techniques with digital animation.

Vjera Matković said that Animafest again this year offers a complete overview of global animated production: from less known cinemas like Singapore and Tunisia, to traditionally powerful Canada, France, United Kingdom, South Korea and Japan; from students introducing us to the films of tomorrow, to experienced filmmakers, like the Oscar winner Chris Landreth and the Swiss legend Georges Schwizgebel, returning to Animafest with new films – the hilarious Subconscious Password and activist miniature 1/3/10’. Speaking about the combination of tradition and modernity the festival offers an insight to, Matković reminded that, in addition to the Grand and Student Competition, the Grand and Student Panoramas are also worth seeing and often much more attractive to the audience because of the visual lavishness and a broader insight into the current trends. A special presentation is dedicated to the best animation school to the choice of Animafest’s committees, Royal College of Art from London.

Olinka Vištica mentioned an interesting trend – the growth of Chinese animation, with beautiful films inspired by ancient China and its art – The Banquet of the Concubine which tells the story of love and jealousy, Mahjong which uses the shadow theatre, The Country of Summer Insect whose style reminds of the 12th and 13th century painting, Black and White which talks about harmony. Another thing testifying of the new wave of Chinese authors is the invitation to multimedia artist Lei Lei to design Animafest 2014’s visual identity, including the trailer which was played at the conference. Vištica also announced an important puppet film retrospective, which presents the entire world top list in this technique to the choice of 45 leading artists of today, like Quay Brothers, Barry Purves, Jiří Barta, Stephan Aubier and Vincent Patar.

The press conference announced the retrospectives of Yuri Norstein, the author of the best animated film of all times Tale of Tales and the winner of Animafest’s 2014 Lifetime Achievement Award, and Norman McLaren, the great innovator of animated and experimental film, whose 100th birthday the festival will celebrate this year with preserved copies of his works, made available thanks to the collaboration with the National Film Board of Canada.

A great novelty of this year’s festival is the International Symposium Animafest Scanner 2014 which brings to Zagreb the leading animation historians and theoreticians like Marcel Jean, the winner of the Award for Outstanding Contribution to Animation Studies, Giannalberto Bendazzi, the author of the animation “Bible” Cartoons: 100 Years of Cinema Animation, and the leading international theoretician Paul Wells. Integrating the symposium into the festival programme (4 and 5 June in Školska knjiga’s hall, Masaryk Street) makes it possible for greater audience to hear interesting lectures by outstanding speakers, who are able to both educate and entertain their listeners.

Vjera Matković reminded that the audience can see most of these films only at Animafest. They include international premieres (Pifuskin from Singapore) as well as future Oscar winners, because Animafest winners directly qualify for a nomination. Just like previous years, Animafest is preparing a rich side programme in museums and galleries (MSU, ULUPUH), as well as musical treats. It devotes special attention to children: the children’s programme includes the Children’s Film Competition, presided by the children’s jury, educational and entertaining workshops of animation techniques mentored by famous animators where the little ones get a unique chance to make their own films, and the traditional Animafest in Your Neighbourhood, aiming to bring animation closer to as many children as possible. It includes free screenings at cultural centres located in different neighbourhoods across Zagreb, as selected by media psychologist Martina Peštaj, appropriate for different age groups (4-7, 7-10, 10-14 and 14+).
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