20th Edition of Animafest Zagreb: Competition Programme Films Selected!
Zagreb, March 23 – The 20th anniversary of the World Festival of Animated Film – Animafest Zagreb, dedicated to short animated film, is held 1-6 June in Europa, Tuškanac and Movieplex cinemas. Two international selection committees spent the first ten days of March selecting films for competition programmes. Out of 1,572 applicants from 61 countries, the committees selected 151 films from thirty-two countries.
The Grand Competition selection committee, including Canadian producer, scriptwriter and film critic Marcel Jean, Holland Animation Film Festival director Gerben Schermer and Croatian filmmaker Matija Pisačić, has selected thirty-nine films for the Grand Competition, thirty for the Grand Panorama and twenty-nine Commissioned Films. Committee members commented on their selection experience and final results via video message: We believe the programme we designed to be excellent and the results to be fantastic. I am proud to see five competition programmes of the Grand Competition and three panoramas, which most often serve as a certain excuse to those filmmakers who did not make it into the festival competition. This is not the case here; the panorama is almost as strong as the competition, said Gerben Schermer.
Professionally speaking, being a selection committee member has helped me tremendously. Exposing myself to so many films can only make me a better filmmaker. Sometimes I felt seriously limited, seeking particular films, particular techniques, or powerful narratives. Gerben and Marcel opened my eyes to acceptance and appreciation towards different types of film, thus earning my gratitude, said Matija Pisačić.
My most favourite programme would be the one equally representing narrative and non-narrative films. I like the idea of associating and intertwining different film and animation views and concepts. This selection brings you the widest range of techniques and aesthetics. The films were selected solely on the grounds of quality; that was the criterion we adhered to, said Marcel Jean.
The Student Competition selection committee, consisting of Slovenian filmmaker Špela Čadež, Croatian film critic Božidar Trkulja and Thomas Renoldner, Austrian animated programme curator at the Vienna Independent Shorts film festival, lecturer at the Vienna Art School and Vienna Academy of Fine Arts, made a choice of thirty films for the competition programme and twenty-three for the Student Panorama. Regarding subject matter, a penchant for fantasy is evident; perhaps only two works address political issues or problems of contemporary society. A great portion of these films makes a comeback to classic techniques – we are in the midst of renaissance of classic techniques – while other students experiment and explore new media possibilities, said Thomas Renoldner. The Tokyo school was a real surprise, in my view we are looking at a future animation celebrity. Koji Yamamura’s influence is obvious, however, I believe they successfully managed to find an expression of their own. The Student Competition selection committee thus decided to grant the Award to an educational institution for the best choice of films submitted for pre-selection to the Tokyo University of Arts.
Germany has proven to be the country with best and most diverse films, but given that the applicants come from different schools, we decided to award the Tokyo University, said Božidar Trkulja. We made a very good programme. The festival audience will truly enjoy the student competition, as well the panorama, for which we selected somewhat ‘off-beat’ films, said Trkulja.

A total of fifty-nine Croatian films submitted their applications, and eight of them were chosen: two for the Grand Competition (‘Moj put’ by Veljko Popović; and ‘I Speak True Things’ by Marko Tadić), four for the Grand Panorama (‘Guliver’ by Zdenko Bašić; ‘Format’ by Darko Bakliža; ‘Ne spavanje ne ubija’ by Marko Meštrović; and ‘Ništa ne traje vječno’ by Darko Vučenik), one for the Student Competition (‘Miramare’ by Michaela Müller), and one for the Student Panorama (‘Bog i zemljani’ by Siniša Mataić).
In addition to the competition programmes and panoramas, this year’s Animafest is preparing a rich side film programme. The Animafest Council decided to give the 2010 Lifetime Achievement Award to Canadian filmmaker Frédéric Back, internationally renowned and acclaimed artist, caricaturist, tutor and activist. His works have won a series of international awards, including two Academy Awards, for ‘Crac!’ (1982) and ‘The Man Who Planted trees’ (1987). A special programme Masters of Animation includes a retrospective of Back, providing a unique insight into the complete works of this animation virtuoso. Aside Back, the said programme entails a retrospective of Georges Schwizgebel, winner of multiple animation prizes, one of the most prominent Swiss artists ever, whose last film ‘Retouches’ will be screened in his year’s Grand Competition. Schwizgebel is also the author of this year’s festival opening trailer.
The winner of this year’s Award for Special Contribution to Animation Research is Midhat Ajanović-Ajan, Sarajevo publicist and film educator, living and working for many years in Sweden. He is the author of award-winning caricatures, comics and animated films, while in 2002 he acted as the Animafest art director.

The almost traditional biennial programme History of Croatian Animation presents an overview of animation activity on our territory fifty years ago. For this year’s programme, Borivoj Dovniković Bordo made selection of works made in 1960 and 1961.

This year, the festival will introduce three important animation studios: ACME Filmworks, Folimage and Aardman. The founders of Aardman, Britons David Sproxton and Peter Lord, made short animated films in the late ‘60s and early ‘70s using clay technique and 16mm camera. Today, forty years later, their studio is one of the leading international animation factories. Seven of Aardman’s films were nominated for an Academy Award, with four winners. The basic qualities are astonishing plots, parodied characters and impressive animation. The previous Animafest short film edition Grand Prix winner (2008), ‘The Pearce Sisters’ by Luis Cook was made in this studio. The French studio Folimage, active more than twenty-five years, boasts a series of short animated films, frequent festival award-winners. The third studio whose works the festival will present is ACME Filmworks; its initial goal was to gather significant independent animators and help them negotiate business contracts, as well as co-fund different independent projects. Such selfless approach resulted in the fact that today it gathers over fifty animators from around the world. The Animafest will screen a programme comprising some of the best commercial ads by independent American animators, produced by the ACME Filmworks studio on the 20th anniversary of its establishment.
