ANIMAFEST ZAGREB – WORLD FESTIVAL OF ANIMATED FILM HAS RELEASED ITS RICH SIDE PROGRAMME; LATE NIGHT CINEMA; SPECIAL SCREENINGS AND THEMATIC CHILDREN'S PROGRAMME AS WELL AS A PITCHING FORUM

From 2nd to 7th of June, World Panorama, the non-competition Animafest programme, will be at the Europa and Movieplex cinemas in Zagreb – a presentation of recent trends in animation

The latest Pixar success “Up” in Special Screenings/ the Late Night Cinema Programme with 4 films of “offbeat content” / exhibitions of Pritt and Olga Pärn’s work, and «Fear(s) of the Dark»

Pitching Forum with 6 regional projects / Press Conference at 11am, on 26th May in the Mediatheque of the French Institute

Animafest, the world festival of animated film, has announced the Grand Competition programme, as well as other programmes that the audience will be able to see in the Europa and Movieplex cinemas from 2nd to 7th June. The most extensive feature edition, presenting 25 animated films, is sure to provide great entertainment for both children and adults. This year’s Regional Forum for Project Development, so called Pitching Forum, will arouse great interest among those professionals in the field of animation as well as with film producers. This year, it includes the presentation of 6 regional projects competing for the Golden Zagreb Prize and 3,000 Euros. Two round tables are organised dealing with the issue of financial support provided by MEDIA Programme to festivals and the possibilities of financing animated film in Europe. The moderators of the discussions will be Mike Robinson, an animation consultant from Cartoon Media, and Martina Petrović, the head of MEDIA desk Croatia. 

One of the most imposing films of this year’s Animafest, which will also be premiered in Croatia, is Up, an animation directed by Pete Docter and Bob Peterson. It is the latest film produced by Pixar, and the first animation film in history to open this year’s Cannes Film Festival. It is a film that draws the audience into the story, not only with its plot and its likeable characters but also with its technique. In other words, the 3-D technique used is possibly to become one of the trends in the development of mainstream animated film.  The story of an old man who decides to travel to South America and takes to the skies by tying balloons to his house will surely entertain audiences of all ages.  

One of the three special screenings is the only film at the festival that is not animated – the documentary Quirino Cristiani: The Mystery of the First Animated Movies, directed by Gabriele Zucchelli. It tells a story of an eccentric visionary who, at the age of 22, created his own film technique, caused a stir in the political scene of the time and turned down offers from Disney. Most of his work was lost in two big fires, and that is why this documentary is an excellent occasion to get to know his work. 

This year, Animafest has prepared something for the slightly more mature audience – Late Night Cinema. It will be screening films of a rather “offbeat” content at 10.30pm in the Europa cinema. One of the films that lovers of hip-hop will surely appreciate is Afro Samurai: The Resurrection.  The music for this weird blend of anima and a futuristic Japan was scored by Rah Digga, Kool G. Rap and the members of the Wu-Tang Clan, with the famous RZA at the helm. Director Kizaki has managed to merge urban culture with Japanese tradition in an original way, in the film that follows the story of samurai Afro on the path to avenge the murder of his father. At a later hour, Animafest is presenting We are the Strange, a film by M dot Strange, which is rendered in an extremely original way that gives the impression of a video game. This blend of stop-animation, 8-bit graphics, traditional and computer techniques, fuses with a somewhat disturbing soundtrack into a unique film about the struggle between the powers of dark and light, is bound to arouse the interest of all video game and anima lovers.

The third film of this “kooky” whole is A Town Called Panic, arriving in Zagreb straight from its premiere at the Cannes Festival.  In their first feature film, Stéphane Aubier and Vincent Patar, bring us the absurd adventures of the two lead characters – Cowboy and Indian. First of all, this unique, but very enjoyable stop-animation film will make you laugh, but it will also remind you of your childhood – the protagonists in the film are all plastic toy figures!

The last to be screened in this late night event is the Spanish film Animal Crisis, directed by Pedro Rivero, the first feature film entirely made with Flash (2007). The film is characterised as “a fusion of George Orwell and South Park” as it speaks about the division of power and the relationships between animals after the mighty wolf leaves the forest and gives them 5 rules they must abide by. The story brims with rough and black humour, not lacking explicit language and swear words and for this it reminds us all of the successful animated series. 

World Panorama of this year’s Animafest presents recent works of animation production. You will get an opportunity to watch 6 films, but we would like to single out one, Little Soldier Zhang ga, a Chinese film directed by  Sun Li-jun. It is a true story set in the midst of the Chinese Civil War and was awarded at the Ornamental Column Awards. It is a story of a boy who helped guerrilla units that were in his village, hiding from the Japanese Army. Despite the boy’s fearlessness, a failure leads to dramatic consequences. 

In addition to Nocturna, a film by Victor Maldonado and Adrià García which, in a subtle way, explores a fear of the dark that is so familiar to children, there is another film in World Panorama that we would like to recommend also intended for the younger audience. Hayo Freitag has made The Three Robbers, a film based on a story by the famous German writer Tomi Ungerer. In this film an orphaned girl, named Tiffany, is accidentally taken by some unruly robbers.  The relationship that develops in an unexpected direction won the hearts of audiences as well as the audience award at the last year’s festival in Annecy.

This year, Animafest  is paying  special attention to the Children’s Programme and in collaboration with Animateka International Animation Film Festival in Ljubljana, it has drawn up two special Thematic Programmes. They include a number of short films which, in an approachable way, familiarise children with issues that are rarely covered within the media sphere. “Me, My Body, and the Media” will be dealing with the problems concerning the perception of oneself and one’s body in contemporary media culture, as well as the questions often brought up in the preadolescent and adolescent periods. The other part of this programme, entitled  “Space and Energy”, thematises the problem of ecology and the protection of the environment in general.

Within the Children’s Programme, we have organised a round table, dealing with the subject of Education via Animation, primarily focused on teachers and pedagogues, TV and radio children’s programme producers, and all those who have an impact on the choice of educational content intended for the young. The aim of the round table is to draw attention to animation as a possible medium that might enable dealing with certain issues in the curriculum, as well as those sensitive issues that children do not easily talk about. The discussion moderator will be Igor Prassel, Programme Director of Animateka Festival in Ljubljana, who has been organising an educational programme for pre-school and school age children in collaboration with the Kinodvor cinema in Ljubljana for a number of years. 
Animafest in your Neighbourhood is also included in the Children’s Programme. It will be held in the Trešnjevka Culture Centre, with a programme suitable for children. This is the continuation of a very successful idea, began last year, to dislocate Animafest from the centre of the city and to bring to life the film groups and enthusiasts in other neighbourhoods. 

Besides a very rich film programme, Animafest has also prepared two very interesting exhibitions. Pritt Pärn, the winner of the Lifetime Achievement Award at last year’s Animafest, together with his wife Olga Pärn will exhibit the work from their latest animated film, Life Without Gabriella Ferri, in the ULUPUH Gallery (the Croatian Association of Artists of Applied Arts). The film will be screened in the Grand Competition, and the exhibition, which opens on 2nd June, lasts until the end of the festival.

The second exhibition organised within the programme is Fear(s) of the Dark. It will exhibit the works of the world’s most renowned comic and graphic artists who have created an animated box-office hit with the same title. Blutch, Charles Burns, Marie Caillou, Lorenzo Mattotti and Richard McGuire, as well as Pierre Di Sciullo, who is also the director of 2D computer animated intervals, will exhibit in the dark and horror-fitting tower of Lotrščak, from 29th May to 7th June. 

Animafest will release more detailed information on the films, the programme and festival guests at a press conference that will be held on 26th May at 11am in the Mediatheque of the French Institute, No.5 Petar Preradović Square.

ANIMAFEST ZAGREB is the world festival of animated film, established in 1972, and traditionally it is the second festival of animation in Europe. Since 2005, when it became an annual event, every odd numbered year is dedicated to feature-length films and every even year to shorts. With the initiative, such as the establishment of the forum for project development, Animafest aspires to become an active participant in encouraging the production and distribution of animated film.  

